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HOLY DOOR OF
ST. PETER'S CLOSED

Ceremony Conducted in Person
By the Holy Father.

A MAGNIFICENT SPECTACLE.
Tho Venerable Topo Loo Intoucd tho Tc

Deuin In Kenonnnt Votco nnd Through-
out tho Long Ceremony Gave Evidence
of Boing lu Kzcollent Uoalth and Spirits
.Tin' Material ICmploycd in Cloilug
the Door Dlceicd.

(By Telegraph to Vlrfjlnlnn-rilot.)
Rome, December 24.The Popo to-dayporformed the ceremony of closing the

Holy door of St. Peter s Cathedral with
tho gorgeous forms usual to great func¬
tions of this kind. It was a magnificent
spectacle. There was a great gatheringof the Princes of the Church, who partic¬ipated in the ceremony, which was wit¬
nessed by enormous crowds.

THE POPE'S HEALTH.
Tho closing of the Holy door took placeWith the utmost pump of Catholic Church.

Hin Holiness descended to st. Peter's Ca¬thedral at 11 a. in and the ceremo¬ny lasted until 1 p. m. Tho Pope then re¬turned to his apartments apparently notfatigued, llo used the artistic, goldenresonant voice and thoroughly g.ivo ev¬idence of being ill excellent health andSpirits. He used the artistic, goldentrowel, subscribed for by tho Catholicsof the world, In mortaring tho threegilded bricks which he placed as a Urs Ilayer on the threshold ol St. Peter's door.The whole pontifical court participated Inthe ci emonles.
A SUPERB SPECTACLE.

The spectacle outside the vast basilicawas BUpcro. The pillars of the centralnave were draped with golden embroldredscarlet cloth, and llit* porch under whichthe (unction took place was transformedInto a inugnlllcently decorated ball. Onthe left of the Holy door wa.s erected theponttilcul throne, covered with red andgold On tho right hand of Hie doorHtood tribunes for royal personages,ptlnes, Knights of Malta, prelates, repre¬sentatives of theRomnh noolllty and otherdistinguished persons. Inside the churchevery Inch of space was occupied by thethrong, which gathered early In themorning. A strong detachment of troops,stationed in the siiuare in front of theCathedral, controlled the Incomingcrowds, who literally raced to secure thebest positions.
The Pope left his apartments at ll:4.r> a.m.. borne In the sacred chair and prcced-wlth lighted candles, Bishops, Archbish¬ops, and Cardinals are escorted by thepontifical noble guards. On his arrival atthe portal (jT Hi. Peter's he alighted andentered tho church through the holy door.As he appeared on the threshold, the so¬lemn and silvery tones of the trumpet re¬echoed through the edltlce. The chapterof tho Vatican met him and presented tohim holy water which he sprinkled upontho congregation, Applause being forbid¬den,a rcligtuus silence was observed w hichheightened the grandeur and Impressive*ness of tin- moment.

PRECIOUS RELICS.
Ilornc now on the scdlu ge.statorla tothe high altar, he stepped to Iho g oundand knelt to the most precious n lies olCatolic Church, which were displayed onthe altar. Then the procession re-formedand proceeded to the chapel of the sac¬rament, where the pomtlY ugaln knult forsome time, while the choir of tho Slstlnechapel chanted psalms. The Pope warthen borne to tho holy door, where healighted from the BCdla gCStatorla andwaited until the entire procession hadpassed out through the door, ho leavingthe churcn last and walking to thetlirono, where he seated himself.A number of sacred songs were sungby the Papal choir, niter which Leo roseblessed all Iho material employed inclosing the door. Then he descendedfrom the throne, knelt before tho domeand laid with the golden trowel n layerof cement, on which he placed three giltbricks bearing commemorative inscrip¬tions. Besides l he bricks he placed acasket containing gold, silver and bronzemedals and bearing Iho head o( Leo andInscriptions recording the opening andclosing of tile holy door.

A SIMILAR CEREMONY.
The Pope having re-ascended thethrone, Cardinal Bishop Seratino V'aunn-trlll, great plenipotentiary, and fouroliier Cardinals, performed a similar core¬

mony of laying cement and three bricks,after which the masons employed by theVatican closed the doorway with a can¬
vass screen, painted to represent marble,with a cross in the centre.
The candles borne by the clergy wereextinguished the TeDenm was sung andthe Pontiff, having given solemn benedic¬tion, was Immediately carried back lo hisapartments.
It Is estimated that 80,000 persons were

spectators of tho ceremony.

AMERICAN EXHIBIT.

SEIZED IN PARIS FOR ALLEGED
DEBT.

(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlan-Pilot.)
Paris, Dec. 24..Thirty cars, forming

part of the United States government
exhibit at the recent Paris Exposition,
were suddenly laid under embargo to¬
day at Havre, the railroad company de¬
clining to surrender them pending pay¬
ment of a claim of 6,710 francs. This
extraordinary action, seriously delay¬
ing the departuru of the United States
auxiliary cruiser Prairie from Havre
for New York with the government ex¬
hibits, was made the subject of a for¬
mal protest to the French Government
by United States Ambassador Porter.

DEMURRAGE CHARGES.
The company bases its claim on de¬

murrage charges on freight into the
cars when the goods were brought to
the exposition for Installation.
Some time ago the claim was sub¬

mitted and Major Bracked, secretaryof the American commission, Investi¬
gated it and concluded that it had no
foundation, as some of tho cars chargedagainst the American Government
never contained official exhibits, while
the others were cars utilized by privateexhibitors nnd not, therefore, charge¬able to the United States.
EFFORTS TO SECURE SETTLE¬

MENT.
Major Braekett thereupon endeav¬

ored to secure a settlement, but with¬
out avail. The matter dragged alongthrough the summer, the secretary of
he American commission repeatedlyexpressing his willingness to settle anyjust claim against the United States.
The company left the case in an un¬
satisfactory condition and finally em¬
bargoed the cars.
When Major Brockett was Informed

by the United States agent at Havre

he wired him Instructions to pay tothe company the hundred francs inthe presence of his legal authoritiesand at the same time enter a claimagainst the company for 10,000 frajics.as damages for obstruction and delay.
TAID ON ACCOUNT.

"Last summer the company submit¬ted a bill of 32,782 francs for freightcharges against the commission," he
said today "and ptvssed for payment.Pending an explanation of certainItems, 1 paid 20,000 francs on account,at the same time asking for details.
When these Were furnished I discov¬
ered that the commission had been
charged with -1,193 francs which should
have been charged to the CompagnieGenerale Trans-Atlantlque, while 4,110francs should have been charged to
private exhibitors. The' company is
therefore obliged to make a rebate."
Tomorrow being a holiday, there will

be no loading of the Prairie. The cars
will be released by the payment of the
f>00 francs. Should Wednesday not
bring a satisfactory solution. MajorBrackett will probably pay the rest of
the claim under protest In order not to
delay further tlie sailing of the Prairie.
At the same lime he will enter an ad¬
ditional claim for damages.
TROUBLE WITH CONTRACTOR.
Some trouble also arose with PhilipLaslos, the contractor who built the

National pavilion. He wrote the Amer¬
ican commission Dec. 1G, saying that
the last letter from Commissioner-Gen.
eral Peck was not satisfactory, and
asking when the building would be
turned over to him for demolition. Two
days later he notified the commission
that he intended to take possession and
begin destruction Immediately. He In
turn was Informed that the buildingwould be placed under his control Dec
20, and at a formal meeting he was no-
tilled that the commission would re
move certain furnishings not suppliedby him, a proposition to which his re¬
port didn't object.

ARRESTS MADE.
Saturday night, while the American

custodian of the building, assisted b>
two workmen, was removing material
belonging to the United States, a force
of police arrived and arrested all three
on the ground that they were taking
goods which did not belong to them.

FIRST PHASE OF
CHINESE QUESTION

Minister Conger Signs Joint Note
With Explanatory Statement.

ADMINISTRATION'S ATTITUDE

Willie Sanctioning the Provision of Agroc-
111 enl Readied by Ministers ill Pckln,
Constitutional Provisions l'rohlbit Ilia
President Prom Making Any Pledge to

Take Part In Execution of Plans.Oilier

Now* From Chiiui.

(By Telegraph to Virginlan-rtlot.)
Washington, D. C7, Pee., 21.Secretary

Hay has received a cablegram from Min¬
ister Conger, at Pekln, announcing that
he had signed the agreement reached by
the foreign ministers, but had done go
with a written explanatory statement,
setting forth tho exact position of his
government. The text of the statement is
not forwarded by Mr. Conger, but It is
understood to bo based upon the last in¬
struction ho received from the depart¬
ment which, while disapproving the Inclu¬
sion in the agreement of some of the
more severe language, accepted it as theliest arrangement that could be made atthis time.

CONSTITUTIONAL REASONS.
It Is believed that the L'nltcd States al¬

so, while sanctioning the permanent lines
of communication, legation guards, andprohibition of the Importation of arms In¬
to China, indicates clearly that constitu¬
tional reasons prevent the executive from
making any pledge to take part In the ex¬ecution ol" these plans.

FIRST PHRASE CLOSED,
v The signature of the argument by theministers closes what is rcgaruuu nero asthe lirst, the most Important and the mostdifficult phrase of the negotiations as to

JOINT NOTE AS
VIEWED IN RUSSIA

Is Declared to Be Too Long to
Produce Effect.

ACCUSATIONS RIDICULED.

A Paper Declares That tho AccUMtloni
Against iiic. Emperor nml Empreii of
China Are Unfounded and tlia ACCUM«
tlon That 1'rlnce Tuan U Alone ttespoit-
sihlc For tlio Treachery Is Ridiculous.
The Slnnehuiian Knllvnnd.

(By Telegraph to Vlrginlan-PHot.)
St. Percrsburg, Dec. 24..The Novoe

Vyremya sharply criticises the Joint
note of the powers to China as being
too long to prodjee effect. It says the
accusations against the Emperor and
Dowager Empress arc unfounded and
that the accusation that Prince Tuan
is alone responsible for the treachery
is ridiculous.

A NEW CONCEPTION.
The paper adds:
"Rulers»sonvetlmea betray their own

countries, but treason toward foreign
powers Is a new conception.

CANNOT MEAN RUSSIA.
"The statement In the ultimatum

that the troops will not be withdrawn
befor etlvc conditions are accepted
cannot mean Russia, whose troops
have already vacated Pe Chi LI,
whereas Manchurlan affairs do not
concern the powers. The note will not
bring peace. The powers, possibly, re¬
pent nothing for having imitated Rus¬
sia's example."

UNCLE SAM'S CARISTMAS SMILE.

It is said that M. Lasics brought nbout
tlie arrests.
Major Bracket, secured Ihelr release

today. M. Lasles served him with a
legal notice that he would not accept
the pavilion In Its present shape, and
would demand damages for delay. The
Frenchman will now be held to the
strict terms of the contract, which in¬
cluded demolition, tind a counter claim
will be entered of a forfeit of 200 francs
daily from March 15, the date when
the contract called for completion, and
June 23. together with a claim of 2,000
franca for defective construction, as
the roof leaked ana certain furnishings
were ruln-i. ,

A SPECIAL. CLAIM.
More than this there will he a special

claim of 2,u00 francs if it can he proved
that M. Lasics brought about the ar-
r< »_x. making a total of 26.S00 francs.
Another bone of contention may be the.
settlement of tho restnurant conces¬
sion In the American pavilion, which
has not been paid for.

A KENTUCKY FEUD-

TWO MEN KILLED AND TWO
WOUNDED.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
London. Ky., Dec. 24..Two men were

killed and two wounded at Paris dis¬
tillery, In Clay county, twelve miles
from here, late yesterday. Four mem¬
bers of the Slzmore family on one side
and Henry Barrett and \V. H. Young
on tho other, engaged in a desperate
fight. Young anil one of the Slzmorea
were killed and two of the Blxmores
were probably fatally wounded.
An old feud was the cause of the

trouble.

China, for It is not doubted that the Chi¬
nese envoys will subscribe to iho agree¬ment without amendment. Its conclu¬
sion has been marked by hop of the most
eurlous mistakes In the hintoi y of inter¬
national exchange, for by a cipher error,the majority of the tdguuturcs found to
their amazement that they had contract¬
ed tu <!¦> ¦ xactly what they did not Intend,and moreover the e.i ror was Irretrievable.

GERMAN SUBJECTS-

FILE CLAIMS FOR DAMAGED IN¬
TERESTS IN CUBA.

Washington, Dec. 24,.The German
embassy Mas laid before the State De¬
partment the claims of a number of
German subjects Tur damage to their
interests In Cuba, as a result of the
Spanish-American war. ami the Insur¬
rection which led up to the war itself.
This raised a most Important Issue,
and the department has concluded that
the United States government cannot
accept responsibility for the claims.
They are regarded as practically the
same in principle as the claim of Porto
Rico against Cuba for $2,000,000 on ac¬
count of a war loan. Although In that
case of Governor Allen of Porto Rico
represented the United States govern¬
ment In preferring the claim, the gov¬
ernment was obliged to deny Its liabil¬
ity. The answer to the German presen¬
tation will he based upon the reply to
Governor Allen recently made. It Is
known that other governments besides
Germany have claims aggregating u
very large sum, all based on the Cuban
Insurrection and succeeding events.
They will not be abandoned on account
of the attitude of the United States
government, but probably will he held
In abeyance,until such time an the Isl¬
and shall have become Independent,
when they will be presented directly to
[tM government of the island.

I

RETURNING TROOPS.
The Minister of tl«e Inferior has

started from St. Petersburg and the
Minister of Warthas started from Yal¬
ta to meet the returning iiroops at The*
odoala. M. DeWttte. tue Minister of
Finance, Is expected h< re January 16,
according to the Pcsslye.
PRINCIPAL MANCH (T.IAN RAIL¬

ROAD.
A special dlspacih to the Novoe Vy-

rerna from Vladivostok says the ex¬
ploitation of it no principal Manchurlan
railroad lino and the construction of
a branch lino to Port Arihur will be
turned over to the government. Rus¬
sia bus always carefully insisted that
the Manchurlan ralroad enterprise was
purely the affair of a Russian private
corporation. The news. If true, Is of
great importance politically. Tho same
correspondent wires that the demobili¬
zation Is ending everywhere in Man¬
churia.

A PROTECTIVE GUARD.
Paron Kaulbara la distributing the

railroad protective guard along the
route. The Chinese population along
the railroad Is suffeiin.tr from famine.
The Russians up to the present have
had plenty of supplies.

ENGLAND IS SILENT-

HAS NOT INDICATED ITS PUR¬
POSE ON TREATY.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, D. C, Dec. 21..The

British Government has not up to this
time given the slightest indication as
to Its purpose on the amended Hay-
Patincofotc treaty, and it is understood
that the subject will not be taken up
by tho British Cabinet until the draft

of the- umi-niloil instrument and the
advices of the British ambassador at
Washington are received. The general
results have been briefly summarized
In cables to the London authorities, but
in a matter of this magnitude they
would not act until they were lu pos¬
session of all the data by mall.
The Nicaragüah minister, Mr. Core;.,

was asked today as to the report that
he had protested in behalf of Nicara¬
gua against the amended form of the
treaty. He said he did not care to dis¬
cuss the matter In Its present stage.
But he pointed out the unllkllhood that
Nicaragua or Costa Rica would pro¬
test while the matter was one of do¬
mestic policy. Later on. If It assumed
the concrete forte of a proposition to
be submitted to Nicaragua and Costa
Rica. It would be for them to sayWhether It was acceptable or not. but
in the meantime It was hardly likelythat there would be any protest or
other action concerning a subject still
In its creative stages in this countryand In Great Britain, and not yet be¬
fore Nlcargaua and Costa Rica.

It also can be stated, not on Mr.Corea's authority,* but as a fact, thatthe Nlcuraguan government has not
up to ibis nme defined its attitude on
tiro amended document. Mr. Cores,
forwarded it with full advices, but as
the Senate noted only a few days ago,there has not yet been time for tire
papers to go before President Zeluya.'s
cabinet. And won then, as Mr. Corea,
has pointed out, it is doubtful whether
Nicaragua will assert her position In
advance of receiving overtures as to
the canal. It appears to be the ac¬
cepted view. however. In Central
American diplomatic quarters, that
the Senate confined Its consideration
to the interests of the United States
and other maritime powors. and failed
to take into much account the Interests
of those countries most vitally con¬
cerned by having the waterway
through their territory.

AN ATROCIOUS MURDER.

A PHILIPPINE WOMAN' CHARGED.
WITH WITCHCRAFT.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Dec. 24..News has be »n

received at the War Department of a

peculiarly atrocious murder In the
Philippines, the circumstances of which
were developed at the trial of six na¬
tives before a military commission at
Capis, Panay, P. l. it appeared from
the testimony that two of the prison¬
ers were responsible for the don.th of
the wife of one of their neighbors.
With Seven or eight other men they
went to the house of a native named
Victor Pere and forcibly took him and
his wife to the Panay river, where
they bound their hands bchlncj them
and told them that their "last <"iay had
come." The woman was struck with
a bolo and her dead body thrown Into
the river. Her husband witnessed her
murder, and anticipating similar treat¬
ment, siirang into the river, and not¬
withstanding his arms were pinioned,
managed to reach the opposite shore.
According to the witnesses, the mo¬
tive for the crime was u superstitious
belief that the murdered woman was a
witch possessed of oceul'c powers,
whereby she had in some mysterious
way brought about the death of the
neighbor's child. The two men were
sentenced to be hanged, but General
MacArthur mitigated the ¦sentence of
each case to confinement at hard la¬
bor for twenty years out of considera¬
tion for the exceeding low order of in¬
telligence nnd blind superstltutton of
the accused. *.

BRYAN CARRIED ALASKA-

GETS A NUGGET WORTH $600 FROM*
THE KLONDIKE.

Parkersburg, W. Va., Dec. 2L.Ed
Seehohin, who lives a short distance
down the Ohio river from here, has
written home from Daw sou City, Alas¬
ka, telling about an election which was
held there about the 1st of November.
The votes were received a.t the office of
a newspaper, and all Americans inAlaska were allowed to vote. The re¬
sult.t\as that IIhic.were s.Siü.votes
cast. Of which William .1. Bryan re¬
ceived 2,423 and William McKinley 034.
Having received the largest number Of
voles cast Mr. Bryan will receive a
souvenir In the shape of a nugget from
the Klondike. It Is of solid gold andIs valued at $500. The base represents
a miner's pan. In the center of It Is n
miniature cabin and in front of thecabin are a windlass and bucket, andabout It are small nuggets representingpay dirt. In raised letters around theedge of tile pan are the words, "Thechoice of the American voters in theKlondike." It will be forwarded to Mr.Bryan In a short time, says Mr. Seo-bohm.

CLEVELAND'S CRITICISM-
MR. BRYAN WILL ANSWER AT A

BANQUET.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Chicago. 111., Dec. 21..The Chronicle

says: William Jennings Bryan will
answer ex-President Cleveland's criti¬
cism of the Democratic party at the
annual banquet of the W. L. BryanLeague of Chicago on the anniversaryof the battle of New Orleans, January8th.
The affair will take- place at the Sher¬

man House. It will be Bryan's first
public speech since his second defentfor the Presidency.
Mr. Bryan's subject will be "Demo¬cracy."
Besides nryan. the other speakers

who have accepted Invitations to thisbanquet are ex-Governor Wm. J. Stone,of Missouri, and Congressman Car-
mack, of Tennessee.

Throo Vossols Ashore-
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Dec. 24..Superintend¬

ent Klmball, of the Lifo Saving Ser¬
vice, tonight received the following dis¬
patch from Keeper Ditchings, of the
Smith's Island, Va., life saving sta¬
tion:
"Tug Ocenn King, the barge Rond-

out and barge Astoria ran ashore on
Myrtle Beach, eight miles nor>'.hea.st of
Smith's Island station. Crews, num¬
bering 17, saved in the lifeboat by the
Smith's Island and Cobb's Island life
saving crews."

Mlddlesttoro, Ky., Dec. 24..Gülls1 Job .son was shot and killed by Charles
WilCOX, e,f Harlan county, today. Wll-
cox was slightly wounded. Johnson

Iw,, shot four times, death being In¬
stantaneous. Johnson is reputed to
have killed three men.

OUR ARMY IN
THE PHILIPPINES

War Department Embarrassed by
Failure of Congress to Pass

ARMY REORGANIZATION BILL

Ofitolala HnTo Concluded That OOOOMen
Must be Kept In Philippines Until Pol¬
icy of Establishing Aluulclpal Gorern-
nuMiti Throughout the Archlpollgo Has
Keen Kxucuted.Ouly 0,000 Men Will
bo Sent Homo Until Department Is Ad¬
vised of Purpose of Congress,

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washtngthon, D. C, Dec, 24.As a re¬

sult of a conference between tho Secre¬
tary of "War und Quartemaster General
Ludington, It has been decided that no
further action can be taken with regard
to tho return of the volunteers from the
Phllllpines until Congress shall raako pro¬
vision for their replacement. Tho WarDepartment Is considerably embarrassedby tho failure of Congress to make pro¬vision before the recess for the relief ofthe military situation in tho Philippines.Acting upon general representations madoby General MacArthur, tho departmenthas concluded that It Is absolutely neces¬
sary to maintain an army of 00,000 menIn tho Philippines until the current policyof establishing municipul governmentsthi'Miuhout the arehepelugo has been ex¬ecuted.

UEDUCTION DISASTROUS.
It is tated at the department that anyreduction of the military strength belowthat tlgure under existing conditionscould undoubtedly prove most disastrousto the interest lo the United States.There are now about CS.OOo troops, regu¬lars ami volunteers, in tho Philippines,ami arrangements have been made ul-ady for bringing homo 9,000 of thatnumber.

WILL AWAIT CONGRESS.
No further reduction will be made un¬

til the War Department Is advised fullyOt the purpose of Congress with regard to
army legislation. When the necessary au¬thority lias been given It Is the purposeof the department to bring homo as rap¬idly as possible all the volunteers and reg¬ulars whose terms of enlistment expireon the 30th of June next, but not beforeit is possible to replace them, man for
man, with now recruits enlisted under tho
terms of the new army bill. It therofore
appears that after the 0,000 volunteershave left Hie Philippines no moro troopswill be withdrawn from that country un¬til they can bo relieved by fresh troops,recruited in the United States, In acord-
ance with legislation yet to be enacted.

PROMPT ACTION EXPECTED.
It Is expected that Congress will actpromptly on the army bill soon after Itre-assembles in January, but even In that

event, it is said at tho War DepartmentIt will not be possible to get tho fresh
troops to tho Philippines Insldo of twomonths time.
The general home coming movementof the mass of volunteers there fore willhave lo be postponed until about tho firstof February, That will givo tho quarter¬master's department, but five monthstime to bring home the remainder of thovolunteers and the regular troops, whoso

terms will expire at the same time, aggre-gting about 40,0c0 men, before tho first ofJuly.
TRANSPORT SERVICE LIMITED.
This understanding Is believed to bebeyond the capacity of tho transport ser¬vice as at present organized, and maynecessitate the charter of additionalsteamships. All arrangements In that line,however will be held In abeyance untildefinite Information has been received ofthe intention of Congress with regard totho proposeu- increase of tho regular

army.
WANT TO COME .HOME.

Recent cable advices from'Oeneral Mac-Arthur Indicate a .strong desire- on thopart of tho volunteers generally to re¬
turn to the United States and that com¬paratively tew of them are likely to re-enllst without the most liberal Induce¬
ments are offered. It Is understood that
a bounty of JfÜ50 bo-Rllowed lo each soldierIn the Philippines who re-lnllst for anoth¬
er term and tho plan Is said to meet withfavor of the officials of the War Depart¬ment.

TREATY WITH ENGLAND-
COPY SENT THE BRITISH FOREIGN

OFFICE.
(By Telegraph to Vlrglnian-Pllot.)

Washington, D. C, Dec. 21.Tho Stute
Department has decided to send the
amendments to tho Hay-Pauncefote trea¬
ty to tho British government through twochannels, one copy being transmitted toLord Pauncefote. the British ambassador,and the other through Ambassador Cho-
ate. at London, who will present It to tho
Foreign Office.It Is the understanding thatthe Slate Department will make no rep¬resentations, whatever, as to the changesmade In tho treaty; the Senate amend¬
ments will bo allowed to sneak for them¬
selves, and the action of the Department .
in notifying them to tho British govern¬ment will be purely formal.
As the papers leave New York on to¬

morrow's steamer, they should reach
l.ondon about New Year's Day. so thatthe negotiations certainly will lapse over
Into the next century at the very earliest.It. can be authorltlvely stated that therehas been no exchange whatever, either
In the shape of written notes, or oral com¬
munications between tho State Depart¬
ment and tho governments of Nicaraguaand Costa Rica, that has developed
a threat on tho part of thoso Govern¬
ments to refuse assent to the construc-
llon of a canal, in view of the action of
the United States Senate upon the Hay-Pauncefote treaty, All that Is officiallyknown of the attitude the two govern-
rat nte mentioned Is thai their represent a-
tlvea here, Benors Corea and Calvo,thoroughly approved on tho Hay-Paunco-
fote treaty as the basis for the canal
construction. Whether or not tho changesle In that convention will affect theirattitude Is unknown. The Impression
prevails that not being culled upon to
onto to a decision on this point, until thoBritish government shall havo passed
upon the Senato amendments, tho gov-mentS Of Nicaragua and Costa Rica Willnot anticipate that action by any declara¬tion at this stage. .
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